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ICSA efforts get 
result on live 
shipping to UK 

ICSA president Patrick Kent 
has said that the decision 
by Stena to open up a live 
export route to the UK 

represented a highly significant 
boost to the beleaguered 
livestock sector.  Welcoming 
the move, Mr Kent said that 
the news represented the 
culmination of months of hard 
work by ICSA who had brought 
live exporters and the shipping 
company to the table and 
pushed the Minister to ensure 
that the necessary approval 
would be forthcoming.  

“Stena are open for business 
on the Rosslare to Fishguard 
route from this week.  This is 
the first time in many years 
that there will be a regular live 

export route from the Republic 
to Britain. While it has been 
possible to transport livestock 
from Larne to Stranraer and 
more recently Cairnryan, the 
economics of that did not add 
up when the final destination 
was Southern England.”

“The news could not have 
come at a more opportune 
time as Irish livestock 
producers struggle to get 
cattle killed.  While the live 
export trade for weanlings has 
shown some positive signs 
with Greece emerging as a 
potential alternative market to 
complement exports to Italy, the 
fact remains that suckler farmers 
are very concerned about the 

continued page 2

New ICSA pReSIdeNt
pAtRICK KeNt

ICSA: 
Regulator 
needed for 
beef industry

The ICSA is calling for 
the appointment of an 
independent regulator to the 
beef industry.  The call was 

made by ICSA president Patrick Kent 
and beef chairman Edmond Phelan 
at a meeting of the Joint Oireachtas 
committee on agriculture recently. 

ICSA beef chairman Edmond Phelan 
said that balance and fairness are 
missing from the relationship between 
producers and processors.  “The beef 
processors are too powerful.  We have 
always known this but it has been 
starkly underlined by the bull beef 
crisis in recent weeks.  An independent 
regulator, backed up by real powers of 
investigation and a compulsory code 
of conduct, is needed to redress the 
imbalance and it is needed urgently.”

continued page 2
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Patrick Kent - President, ICSA
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Tel: + 353 (0) 21 4507303
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outlook.  As our nearest 
neighbour, the British 
market is potentially a 
good market for cattle, 
particularly given that 
British beef prices are the 
highest in Europe.  The 
differential between Irish 
and British beef price is 
of the order of €250 on a 
typical R3 steer.”

Mr Kent added that 
exporting cattle to GB was 
not only sensible because 
of the price differential but 
also on other economic 
and welfare grounds.  
“Compared with exporting 
to Europe and North Africa, 
the UK is a much less costly 
option in terms of transport 
costs while at the same 
time, the relatively short 
journey means that animal 
welfare is not a problem.  
In fact, if we could export 
significant numbers to the 
UK, then there would be 
less need to go to places 
like North Africa.  Also, it 
must be borne in mind that 
the British beef finisher has 
significant cost advantages 
in feeding cattle due to 
having ready and close 
access to cereals and other 
food by-products.”

Mr Kent complemented 
the Minister and his 
officials for taking a 
helpful approach to 
issuing approval to 
Stena.  “ICSA has been 
pushing the Minister to 
ensure that there was no 

unreasonable hold-up and 
this confirms that Minister 
Coveney understands the 
importance of live exports 
providing much needed 
competition.”

The news was warmly 
welcomed by ICSA Munster 
vice-president John 
Halley, suckler chairman 
Dermot Kelleher and 
beef chairman Edmond 
Phelan.  They said that 
the challenge was now 
there for exporters to find 
UK customers.    “We are 
delighted that the ICSA 
efforts have yielded some 
progress but there are 
still concerns that there 
will be some resistance 
to this in certain quarters.  
However, the alternative 
to competition for live 
exports is that we accept 
the current situation in 
the cattle trade and advise 
suckler farmers to wind 
down operations.  This 
is the first bit of light at 
the end of the tunnel in 
some time and we must 
capitalise on it.”  

The campaign to get a 
direct route from Ireland to 
Wales was a key objective 
for ICSA and a lot of effort 
went into making this 
happen in 2013. Former 
ICSA president Gabriel 
Gilmartin, along with 
John Halley (Munster 
vice president), Dermot 
Kelleher (suckler chair) 
Edmond Phelan (beef 

chair) as well as general 
secretary Eddie Punch 
and policy officer Geoff 
Hamilton worked on this 
brief throughout 2013. 
They built relationships 
with the Stena company 
involving several meetings 
and also brought Stena 
to see a prominent live 
export premises in order 
to demonstrate the high 
standards of animal 
welfare and also to outline 
the potential for business 
in the long run. 

ICSA also put a lot of 
effort into ensuring that 
the Minister and his 
department were on board 
in terms of giving the go-
ahead to the ship. There 
was regular contact with 
officials to keep pressure 
on to get the ship passed. 

Recent weeks have 
seen that the Irish beef 
sector is very fragile. 
Beef chairman Edmond 
Phelan has slammed the 
whole structure of beef 
processing in Ireland, 
which he has described 
as an “anti-competitive 
closed shop” that has left 
beef farmers with a very 
unstable outlook. He was 
especially critical of the 
anti-competitive element 
of Irish beef processing 
which he claims is 
totally controlled and 
dominated by just three big 
processors who are also 
dominating UK processing.  

He also pointed to the fact 
that beef processors are 
further undermining Irish 
farmers by using their own 
feedlots and contracted 
operators to ensure that 
price to farmers can 
be kept under control. 
“It is particularly ironic 
that in the international 
year of the family farm, 
supermarkets seem to be 
happy to have factory-run 
feedlots supply beef while 

family farms go under.” 

ICSA raised the issue 
in Leinster House at 
a meeting of the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on 
Agriculture in early March. 
“This crisis in beef must 
be taken very seriously at 
the highest level because 
it is killing beef livelihoods 
and is putting the future 
of the suckler herd under 
threat.”

ICSA brought senior Stena officials to visit leading livestock exporter premises last summer as part of 
the effort to make live shipping to the UK a reality.  Pictured left to right:  Eddie Punch ( ICSA General 
Secretary) , Dermot Kelleher (Suckler Chairman) Ed Phelan (Beef Chairman) Gabriel Gilmartin (Former 
ICSA president) Captain Ian Davies, Diane Poole, David Byrne and Richard Horswill (all Stena) 

In December, I was 
honoured to be 
elected as ICSA 

President and I look 
forward to meeting 
many of our members 
over the coming 
months. I aim to 
use my presidency 
to empower the 
organisation further 
and represent ICSA 
members as strongly 
as possible. My main 
priorities will include 
tackling the issue of 
low farming incomes 
and the sustainability 
of small family farms. 

I wish to take this 
opportunity to thank 
my predecessor 
Gabriel Gilmartin 
for his commitment 
during the course 
of his presidency. 
Gabriel’s consistent 
engagement with the 
Minister and other 
key parties ensured 
that ICSA’s voice was 
strongly heard during 
the protracted CAP 
negotiations. His 
hard work on issues 
affecting Irish farming 
such as live exports, 
Pillar II schemes and 
sectoral support must 
be acknowledged, and 
I fully plan to continue 
in this vein during my 
presidency. 

For those of you who 
do not know me, I 
became involved in 
farming right from the 
time I left school and 
now run a medium-
sized mixed cattle and 
sheep farm near New 
Ross in Co Wexford. I 
am very proud to say 
that I was one of the 
first farmers in County 

Wexford to sign up to 
the newly formed ICSA 
in the early nineties. I 
am proud to say that 
I have been a totally 
committed member ever 
since. I have also enjoyed 
the privilege of serving 
as ICSA’s Leinster Vice 
president for six years.

I am very proud to 
represent a sector 
of farming that is 
producing food 
of a quality that 
is unsurpassable; 
wholesome, nutritious 
food unlike the 
empty-caloried junk 

food that’s taking up 
so much space on 
retailers’ shelves. Cheap, 
processed food has a 
high health cost and we 
must ensure that the 
benefits of our quality 
beef and lamb are 
promoted here at home 
and abroad.

However, as I enter 
office, I find much of the 
drystock sector close to 
crisis point.  
 
The challenges facing 
the suckler industry 
are also a concern for 
the Wexford man. “The 

high cost of producing 
a weanling is leaving 
a very small margin 
for suckler farmers. 
We need to see a 
dramatic increase in 
the prices gained for 
quality weanlings and 
a corresponding fall 

in the cost of inputs. 
Otherwise, the targets 
set out under Food 
Harvest 2020 will have 
to be seriously revised. 
The current issues 
surrounding the price 
of bull beef also need to 
be tackled.”

“The beef industry is as 
anti-competitive as it 
gets and processors use 
every means available 
to them to undermine 
finishers and keep prices 
unsustainably low.  The 
whole structure needs 
to change; otherwise the 
outlook for both the beef 
and suckler sectors is 
bleak indeed.”

“I’ve been receiving 
calls from farmers 
under the Quality 
Assurance scheme who 
are mightily sick of the 
situation.  They have 
bent over backwards to 
assist the meat industry 
with traceability and 
quality assurance and 
there’s a very real sense 
of outrage that their 
businesses are being 
undermined and in some 
cases, devastated.  The 
question is – if they can’t 
even get their bulls 
killed, what’s the point of 
QA participation?” 

Mr Phelan also 
criticised the fact that 
fair competition was 
hindered by the fact that 
meat processors had 
substantial involvement 
in feedlots and that one 
major processor was 
also in a very influential 
position due to ownership 
of a sunstantial part of 
the rendering sector.  

“Farmers cannot 

understand how 
competition law prevents 
Ryanair from becoming 
too dominant in the 
airline industry – yet 
it allows one player a 
dominant position in 
feedlots, processing and 
rendering in both Ireland 
and the UK.” 

“There is also outrage 
at the efforts made to 
restrict free trade and 
the correct operation of 
the Single Market.  This 
is evidenced by recent 
restrictions in Northern 
Ireland meat plants on 
slaughtering southern 
born cattle and the 
ongoing threat that if live 
cattle are exported to 
Britain there will be no 
outlets for them on UK 
supermarket shelves.” 

 Mr Phelan said he 
hopes the agriculture 
committee members 
will accept the need 
for decisive action.  
“Farmers alone cannot 
tackle the imbalance in 
the beef industry.  The 
dominance of a small 
number of processors 
must be addressed 
and their conduct must 
be subjected to the 
scrutiny of independent 
regulation.  We also have 
to see much greater 
scrutiny of the retail 
giants and a mandatory 
code of conduct is 
essential for retailers.” 

Live Shipping to UK - continued from page 1 Regulator needed for beef industry - continued from page 1
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✔       Provide cows total mineral
     requirement

✔ Reduce silage usage

✔ Have cows that calve quickly

✔ Prevents milk fever

✔   Prepare cows for a successful        
      breeding season

DO YOU WANT A TROUBLE 
FREE CALVING SEASON??

If so, feed 2kg of

for one month prior to calving and you will:

Contact:  Liam 087 6408549
Gordon 087 6652310

or Greenvale Offi  ce 
0504  2 4550/087 2779888 

GREENVALE EAZY CALVER FOR OPTIMUM YIELD

Giving life to your crops
• RENOWNED FOR  RELIABILITY AND CONSISTENCY
• HIGH QUALITY GRANULAR MATERIAL
• THE PROVEN PERFORMER ON IRISH FARMS
• NUMBER ONE PRODUCT IN IRELAND ON 

CEREALS AND GRASSLAND IFI, Palmerstown, Kilkenny

Land eligibility & Overclaims: 
Red Lines and Red tape

In recent months, 
many farmers 
have been shocked 
to receive letters 

accusing them of 
overclaiming and many 
as a consequence 
have suffered reduced 
payments from 
the Department of 
Agriculture.  

Many farmers are asking 
why this overclaim issue 
has suddenly come to 
light. Under the Terms 
and Conditions of the 
Single Farm Payment, 
farmers are obliged to 
declare only eligible 
land when making 
their applications; they 
must exclude ineligible 

features such as roads, 
buildings, farmyards, 
dense scrub, etc. These 
claims are then recorded 
on the Department’s 
Land Parcel Identification 
System (LPIS). 

Following consultation 
with the EU Commission, 
the Department 
of Agriculture was 
requested to undertake 
a complete review of the 
LPIS database. This has 
resulted in the necessity 
to adjust parcels of a 
significant number of 
applicants, where it was 
established that some 
ineligible features had 
been included. Many 
ineligible features 

have only now come 
into play owing to the 
Department’s changeover 
to much higher resolution 
aerial photography. 

This increased detail 
is picking up rocky 
parts of fields, or some 
furze growth, or trees 
- things that would 
be commonplace in 
marginal areas. The 
images below are an 
example of the increased 
resolution which is 
identifying what the 
Department consider to 
be ineligible land.

The Department’s 
updated aerial mapping 
system has revealed that 

72% of Irish farmers 
are compliant with the 
SFP land parcel rules, 
while a further 18% are 
under the 3% overclaim 
threshold where no 
penalties apply but where 
refunds must be made. 
Minister Coveney has 
claimed that around 400 
farmers were over-
claiming on their eligible 
area for the SFP and DAS 
by more than 20%. 

In many cases, the 
review is leading to 

serious hardship as 
farmers have seen severe 
reductions because the 
area overclaimed is 
greater than 3%. These 
farmers are coming 
under extreme pressure 
to pay bills, which 
are higher than usual 
anyway because of the 
impact of the fodder 
crisis. The problem is 
particularly acute in 
upland regions, areas of 
marginal land and land 
near watercourses.  The 
Minister has been swift 

to pass blame onto the 
EU Commission and has 
claimed that unless the 
Department addressed 
the issue, the country 
could face EU fines in 
excess of €100m.

The Department has been 
quick to highlight the 
appeals process which 
it has implemented to 
ensure that the cases of 
individual farmers are fully 
scrutinised. Also, as part of 
the new CAP, the Minister 
has decided to base future 
entitlement value on 
current entitlement value, 
as opposed to a farmer’s 
SFP cheque. This means 
that reductions applied to 
farmers’ payments as a 
result of the ongoing review 
of land parcels will not be 
carried forward into the 
new CAP period. 

While preventing 
subsequent entitlement 
deductions for farmers 

is valuable, ICSA are very 
concerned regarding 
the serious threat of 
five years retrospective 
penalties. Farmers have 
been carrying out their day 
to day business in good 
faith, believing that the 
maps they had originally 
been provided with were 
accurate representations of 
the situation on the ground. 

WhAT To Do IF yoU hAvE 
A LAnD ELIGIBILITy 
ovERCLAIM?

1. Assess the potential 
penalty- and beware that 
if the scrub was visible 
in previous years there is 
a potential retrospective 
penalty of five times 
the initial penalty.  (eg 
if you have had €1,000 
deducted in the 2013 
payment, you could 
still end up with a total 
penalty of €5,000. 

2. Consider appealing-there 

is no deadline and you 
can still put in an appeal.

3. Beware that an 
appeal will almost 
certainly result in a 
ground inspection by 
Department officials who 
could potentially identify 
other non-eligible 
features that haven’t 
been spotted by the 
satellite. 

4. Don’t appeal on your 
own-get a Teagasc 
advisor or private 
consultant to assist in 
preparing your appeal.

5. If your appeal is not 
successful, you can get 
a second opinion from 
a committee chaired by 
Padraig Gibbons and 
which is being serviced 
by the Ag Appeals office.  

6. If your appeal is not 
concluded before you 
submit your 2014 

application, you should 
accept the reduced area 
for your 2014 application.  
If your appeal is partially 
or fully successful you 
will subsequently get 
back the extra land and 
be paid on it.  

EU DRIvInG An 
EnvIRonMEnTAL 
CATASTRoPhE

The assault by the EU 
Commission on land 
eligibility in marginal areas 
may make sense in cutting 
the bill for the Single 
Payment but it defies logic 
that the EU can then claim 
that its agriculture policy is 
pro-biodiversity. 

The message being 
sent to landowners is 
very clear- burn scrub, 
bulldoze trees and bushes 
and destroy habitats.  

Farmers are rightly 
outraged that land, 

which was previously, 
considered a habitat 
under REPS, and which 
accordingly could not be 
reclaimed or sprayed 
with chemicals, is now 
being systematically 
excluded from the 
support of the Common 
Agricultural Policy.  This 
is the policy that the EU 
boasts is supporting 
multifunctional and green 
agriculture. 

Even more alarming 
is information, which 
suggests that in some 
EU member states, the 
eligibility of land is now a 
matter of how many trees 
per hectare.  ICSA was 
shocked to be told at a 
recent Farmers’ Charter 
meeting the limit could 
be as low as 50 trees 
per hectare!  It certainly 
calls into question the 
implications of planting 
trees under the new GLAS 
agri-environment scheme.  

ICSA deMANdS
•	 No retrospective penalties whatsoever.  

•	 Adequate staff in place to handle all appeals 
quickly so that farmers know where they stand 
before submitting single payment applications in 
May. 

•	 Inspectors must show a common sense approach 
to the difficulties of farming marginal land. 

CAP FOCUS CAP FOCUS
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news Briefs Compiled by Kathy McKenna

REvISED nITRATES 
ACTIon PRoGRAMME A 
MAjoR DISAPPoInTMEnT

ICSA has described 
the revised 3rd Nitrates 
Action Programme as a 
major disappointment, 
because nothing has 
been done to address 
the madness of calendar 
farming.   The revised 
plan has completely 
ignored the importance 
of weather conditions 
particularly in an Irish 
context where weather 
patterns are so variable.

The action plan also 
ignores the problem 
that many farmers are 
suffering penalties under 
this directive for the most 
trivial shortcomings in 
their farmyard.   

ICSA noted that the 
majority of amendments 
seem to have been made 
to facilitate the most 
intensive farms, while 
ignoring the key issue of 
calendar farming which 
impacts the majority 
of cattle and sheep 
farmers.  There is also 
an additional layer of 
bureaucracy concerning 
the export of slurry from 
one farm to another.  In 
addition, the revision 
gives a new role to local 
authorities, enabling 
them to demand 
information regarding 
the movement of slurry. 

ICSA WELCoMES 
REoPEnInG oF 
LEBAnESE & jAPAnESE 
MARKETS To CERTAIn 
IRISh BEEF AnD ShEEP 
PRoDUCTS

The ICSA issued a 
cautious welcome on 
the occasions of the 
reopening of both the 
Japanese and Lebanese 
markets to certain Irish 
beef and lamb products.  

BEEF GEnoMICS SChEME 
CLoSInG DATE APRIL 4

Farmers need to get 
moving if they wish to 
participate in the new 
Beef Genomics Scheme 
which will be worth €40/
cow.  Application forms 
are due out in mid-March 
and the Dept says that 
the application process 
is very straightforward 
but the closing date is 
April 4, 2014.  Intending 
participants must also 
participate in the Beef 
Data programme and 
entrants to this scheme 
are still being accepted.  
Meanwhile, the Dept says 
that, for existing Beef 
Data participants, all 
info regarding 2013 born 
calves must be submitted 
by the end of April in 
order to ensure payment 
in early summer. 

ICSA WELCoMES REvIEW 
oF nEW MAxIMUM 
vEhICLE hEIGhT RULES

ICSA has welcomed the 
move by Minister for 

Transport Leo Varadkar 
to review new rules 
imposing a maximum 
vehicle height of 4.65m 
on all lorries. Under 
these new restrictions, 
the vast majority of 
lorries transporting 
fodder will have their 
loads significantly cut; 
only two rows of 4x4 
round bales will be legal 
on lorries, while large 
square bales, typically 
three feet high, will only 

be legal when loaded 
three high on most 
trailers.

Haulier and ICSA Mayo 
Chairman Cathal O’Reilly 
noted that “These 
restrictions have reduced 
a typical load of straw by 
one third. Haulage costs 
will remain constant, 
so the cost of bales will 
inevitably rise. Early 
indications suggest that 
this could be between €5 

and €10 per bale.”

“This change will have dire 
implications for farmers 
buying fodder, particularly 
those dependent on straw 
being transported long 
distance from the east 
and south of the country. 
It is a restriction that is 
unworkable in practice 
and I would urge the 
Minister to seriously 
consider exempting fodder 
loads from the rule.”

direct payments: the State of play
New payment Regime

•	 The ‘Single Payment Scheme’ will be replaced by the 
‘Basic Payment Scheme’.

•	 Ireland will apply ‘Approximation’ over 5 years to 
converge entitlements towards (but NOT all the way to) 
the national average of €250.

•	 Farmers who hold entitlements with a unit value below 
90% of the national average value will be increased by 
one third of the difference between their starting value 
and the 90% level over the five years of the scheme.

•	 Farmers who hold entitlements with a unit value over 
100% of the national average value will see their value 
decrease over the period of the scheme (to fund the 
increase for those whose entitlement value is being 
increased.

•	 By 2019 there will be a maximum payment per hectare 
of €700 and no farmer will receive a payment under the 
Basic Payment Scheme of over €150,000 per annum.

•	 By 2019 all entitlements will have a minimum value of 
60% of the national average value (circa €160). 

•	 No farmer will receive a payment under the Basic 
Payment Scheme of over €150,000 per annum. 

•	 The Grassland Sheep Scheme will be decoupled and 
incorporated into the Basic Payment.

•	 Farmers who never held entitlements, either owned 
or leased, under the current Single Payment Scheme 
but who actively farmed in 2013 will have an automatic 
‘allocation right’ to receive entitlements in 2015

•	 The value of entitlements held by farmers in 2014 will 
form the basis for the calculation of the value of their 
entitlements under the new Basic Payment Scheme in 
2015 as opposed to actual payments received under the 
SFP in 2014.

•	 The value of currently leased entitlements (where the 
lessor is lasing some of his land with entitlements, but 
retains at least one entitlement) will be attributed to 
the lessor rather than to the lessee provided that both 
parties enter into a Private Contract Clause (PCC).

•	 Persons who have leased out their entire holding and 
all entitlements for a period which includes 2013 do 
not have an automatic ‘allocation right’. The value of 
such 100% leased entitlements may be lost to both 
lessor and lessee unless action is taken. These parties 
need to arrange the permanent transfer of the leased 
entitlements under the 2014 scheme year before 15th 
May 2014. However, there can be Capital Gains Tax 
implications in selling entitlements.

Young Farmers Scheme
•	 Young farmers to receive top-up on the payment they receive under the Basic 

Payment Scheme: Top-up will be calculated as 25% of the national average 
payment per hectare (based on the national ceiling) multiplied by the number 
of entitlements activated by the young farmer subject to a maximum number 
of 50 entitlements.

•	 Funded by 2% of national ceiling in 2015. Percentages to be applied in 
subsequent years will be determined by demand.

•	 Payment available for a maximum of five years from the date of 
establishment of holding in the young farmer’s name.  

•	 Young farmer definition: Under 40 in first year of application to Basic 
Payment Scheme and established farm within previous five years. Must 
have completed a recognised course of education in agriculture giving at 
FETAC level 6 or equivalent.

National Reserve 
•	 Ireland will establish a National Reserve funded by 3% of national ceiling in 

2015. In subsequent years the Reserve will be replenished from the return 
of unused entitlements.

•	 Priority for entitlement allocation from Reserve to be given to young 
farmers (as defined above) and new entrants to farming. 

•	 A ‘new entrant to farming’ must have commenced their agricultural activity in 
2013 or after and did not have any agricultural activity in their own name and 
at their own risk in the five years preceding commencement. Education as for 
Young Farmers. 

•	 In all cases, allocations of entitlements from the Reserve will only be given 
to persons who are ‘active farmers’.  

Specific queries can be directed to the Department’s new Direct Payments 
Information Centre at 076-1064438 or CAPdirectpayments@agriculture.gov.ie

ICSA donegal dinner dance

ICSA president Patrick Kent, Donegal chair Malcolm Thompson, Mabel Thompson, Mairead McGuinness 
MEP, Bert Galbraith, Ita O’Sullivan and Robin Craig

CAP FOCUS
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ICSA AGM & Annual Conference: 
Kent takes the reins

The 2013 ICSA 
AGM and Annual 
Conference 
was held 

on Thursday, 30th 
of January 2014 at 
the Alexander Hotel 
in Dublin.  A large 
crowd attended the 
event with new ICSA 
president Patrick Kent 
officially taking office 
and elections for the 
positions of national 
treasurer and honorary 
secretary being held in 
the early part of the day. 

Once the business of the 
AGM drew to a close, 
the Annual Conference 
got underway, with 
an impressive line-up 
of speakers taking to 
the floor after Patrick 
Kent’s inaugural opening 
address; Minister for 
Agriculture Simon 
Coveney was joined by 
James O’Loughlin and 
Michael O’Donovan of 
Teagasc Moorepark on the 
speakers’ list.

Three key issues 
dominated the address 
given by Mr Kent – land 
eligibility overclaims, the 
bull beef crisis and the 
conclusion of CAP reform.  
The ICSA leader warned 
the Minister that the 
“red-lining” of common 
features on marginal 
land such a furze or 
scrub will have two 
major implications: the 
destruction of naturally 
bio-diverse habitats 
that were previously 
rewarded and encouraged 
and severe financial 
damage for farm families 
if penalties are to be 
retrospective.  Mr Kent 
stressed that ICSA cannot 
accept such injustice. 

Mr Kent stressed that the 
opening of new markets, 
with particular emphasis 
on live shipping routes, 
is the critical action 
required to ensure that 
Irish beef producers, and 
bull beef producers in 
particular, aren’t caught 
with a sense of impending 
disaster having followed 
the market advice of 
the meat processors.  
(Finishers will be relieved 
that Stena Line have 
in recent days come 
onboard, so to speak, and 
opened up live shipping 
routes to mainland UK 
after a comprehensive 
negotiation process 
with ICSA – see more 
on page 1).  The knock-
on implications for 
the suckler herd were 
underlined by Mr Kent in 
no uncertain terms. 

 Analysing the conclusion 

of CAP, with particular 
emphasis on the recent 
Rural Development 
Programme unveiling, Mr 
Kent said that the Minister 
had called most of the key 
decisions – staying away 
from coupled payments, 
applying the approximation 
model rather than flat 

rate – correctly.  But he 
noted that perhaps more 
could be found to support 
the suckler industry, and 
underlined the importance 
of ensuring the new GLAS 
scheme would be targeted 
to those who need it most 
and should not apply to 
densely stocked farms that 

utilise nitrates derogations. 

 On the overclaims issue, 
Minister Coveney outlined 
that a team of officials will 
be coming to Ireland from 
the European Commission 
to carry out an audit of the 
Department’s progress 
on the clawbacks.  An 

unsatisfactory result from 
the audit would result in 
the imposition of fines 
from the Commission, he 
warned. 

Responding to the points 
made about the bull beef 
crisis, the Minister told the 
delegates that he “cannot 
make the factories pay any 
more for bulls” but called 
on anyone who can prove 
they were misled by the 
meat processing industry 
to come to him with the 
evidence. 

This year’s conference 
was titled “Improving 
efficiency: how much can 
it contribute to improved 
cattle and sheep 

enterprise viability?”  In 
this context, Teagasc’s 
Head of Grassland gave 
a very comprehensive 
presentation of how 
cattle and sheep farmers 
can use modern tools 
and technology to 
optimise grass growth on 
challenging land. 

Rounding off the event, 
James O’Loughlin, 
Teagasc’s Heavy Soils 
Programme Coordinator 
delivered a detailed and 
lengthy presentation 
on drainage options, 
using findings from test 
projects carried out by 
Teagasc using different 
technologies on different 
soil types.

ICSA 
Election Results

honorary Secretary:  
James Reynolds (Longford)

Treasurer:  
Malcolm Thompson (Donegal)

national Executive nominee to 
Management Committee:  

Dermot Kelleher (West Cork)

Munster vice-President:  
John Halley (Waterford)

Beef Chairman:  
Edmond Phelan (Waterford)

Rural Development Chairman:  
Billy Gray (Kildare)

Beef vice-Chairman:  
Tom Egan (Tipperary)

Sheep vice-Chairman:  
John Brooks (Roscommon)

Suckler vice-Chairman:  
Hugh Farrell (Cavan)

Rural Development vice Chairman: 
Seamus Sherlock (Limerick)

New ICSA president Patrick Kent delivering his inaugural Annual Conference opening address

Minister for Agriculture Simon Coveney told delegates that he “cannot tell the factories to pay more 
for bull beef”

James O’Loughlin, Heavy Soils Programme Coordinator with Teagasc Moorepark, delivered a very 
comprehensive presentation on land drainage options

Teagasc’s Michael O’Donovan, Head of Grassland, outlined how farmers can use modern tools and 
techniques to optimise grass growthA robust question and answers session took place after the Minister’s speech
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pylons: where are we now?
Geoff hamilton 
ICSA Policy Officer

The recent political and media 
storm surrounding plans to 
erect pylons and overhead 
electricity lines in several parts 
of the country, stemming from 
EirGrid’s publication of their 
Stage 1 Report on the Grid Link 
project, and the subsequent call 
for submissions, has been very 
prominent in recent times. Policy 
Officer Geoff Hamilton takes us 
through recent developments 
and outlines ICSA activities on 
the issue.

ICSA ACTIvITy
As part of the Grid Link project 
consultation process in late 
2013, EirGrid representatives 
engaged in a number of public 
information meetings. ICSA 
invited EirGrid to make a 
presentation to members at the 
December National Executive. 
During his presentation, Grid 
Link Project Manager John 
Lowry illustrated the extent 
of the project, described the 
technology involved and outlined 
the apparent restrictions 
and limitations of alternative 
technical solutions. EirGrid also 
circulated brochures regarding 
Electric and Magnetic Fields. 
During the subsequent robust 
discussion, the majority of 
contributors were highly critical 
of EirGrid’s proposals and level 
of public consultation to date, 
particularly in relation to the 
agriculture sector. Most felt that 
an underground cable option had 
not been properly considered 
and that it should be looked 
at again. Others noted how 
some of the EirGrid information 
material could be construed as 
disingenuous as it contained 
examples which did not make 
direct comparisons between 
technologies.

ICSA RESPonSE To EIRGRID 
REPoRT
ICSA made a comprehensive 

submission to EirGrid on 
the Grid Link Stage 1 Report 
on January 7th (see www.
icsaireland.com). This noted 
a number of shortcomings, 
particularly regarding the 
assessment of potential impacts 
to agriculture. In fact, the 
175-page report only uses the 
term ‘farm’ four times, three 
of which are in relation to wind 
farms! Overall, it was felt that 
the EirGrid report failed to relate 
the proposals of the Grid Link 
scheme to the day-to-day lives 
of people living and working 
within the project area. With 
specific reference to farming, 
the report fails to make the 
critical connection between 
agricultural land and working 
family farms. 

RECEnT DEvELoPMEnTS
EirGrid received over 35,000 
responses to its Grid Link 
consultation call. While they 
are currently working through 
these, EirGrid has published 
a response to the ‘emerging 
themes’, committing to:

 » Conducting a comprehensive 
underground analysis for 
specific projects

 » Implementing a Community 
Gain Fund (i.e. a compensation 
package for dwellings within a 
set radius of a pylon)

 » Comprehensively addressing 
major issues including 
agriculture and equine 
concerns

 » Reviewing the consultation 
process in order to enhance 
public engagement 

Additionally, on January 
28th, Minister Pat Rabbitte 
announced the appointment 
of an independent panel of 
experts specifically tasked with 
“comprehensive, route specific 
studies of fully underground 
options for both Grid Link and 

Grid West.” This will significantly 
delay both projects.. EirGrid 
has committed to adhering to 
recommendations made by the 
panel. While the Department of 
Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources hopes that this 
will help to defuse controversy, 
others have described the review 
as a cynical move ahead of the 
local and European elections 
in May. A further complication 
surrounds the inclusion of the 
North-South Interconnector 
in the expert panel review; at 
the time of print this appeared 
unlikely as the project is much 
closer to submitting its planning 
application. 

Finally, new President Patrick 
Kent raised the issue of pylons 
with Minister Coveney during 
his speech at the ICSA AGM 
in Dublin on January 30th. He 
welcomed the appointment of 
the expert review panel, noted 
that undergrounding needs to 
be seriously reconsidered, and 
pointed out the importance of 
adequate levels of compensation 
for affected landowners.

Going forward, ICSA is 
committed to ongoing 
engagement with all relevant 
stakeholders and will continue 
to argue for solutions which 
minimise impact to Irish farming 
and rural communities.

TEChnoLoGy & 
InFRASTRUCTURE
As they stand, EirGrid’s 
proposals for the various major 
Grid25 schemes involve the use 
of a High Voltage Alternating 
Current grid (often referred 
to as HVAC), distributed via 
overhead lines supported on 
steel pylons up to 43m tall. 
It is EirGrid’s contention that 
this is the power distribution 
method used the vast majority 
of systems worldwide, and that 
undergrounding of AC can only 
be applied in very short sections 
due to heat dissipation issues. 

To facilitate the different 
approach of undergrounding the 
projects, a different technology 
would be required, namely High 
Voltage Direct Current (HVDC). 
Much higher costs and problems 
associated with incorporating 
a DC system with Ireland’s 
existing AC grid have to date 
been EirGrid’s main reasons 
for discounting this option. 
Minister Rabbitte has claimed 
that undergrounding would add 
a €50 billion cost to the project, 
but admitted it could be done if 
consumers were willing to pay an 
extra 3% on their utility bills for 
the next 50 years. Assessing the 
feasibility of undergrounding will 
be a key deliverable of the newly-
appointed expert review panel.

eC Committee Health 

Risks Findings
Most recently, on April 4th, the European Commission published 
the preliminary opinion of the Scientific Committee on Emerging 
Newly Identified Health Risks (SCENIHR) in relation to electric 
and magnetic fields. While noting concerns regarding health 
effects of Extremely Low Frequency fields (EMF), the Committee 
failed to find a conclusive link that they expose people to health 
risks. However, the Committee recommended further research 
to ascertain the causality of possible health issues recorded by a 
small number of studies.

Schmallenberg Update
 ICSA sheep chairman 
Paul Brady recently 
attended Teagasc’s 
National Sheep 
Conference 2014 at 
the Hodson Bay Hotel 
in Athlone, where 
Damien Barrett of 
the Department 
of Agriculture’s 
Regional Veterinary 
Laboratories presented 
a comprehensive 
update on the status 

of Schmallenberg 
virus (SBV) in Irish 
sheep flocks.  Here is a 
summary of the findings:

 » There is little or no 
evidence of further 
spread of SBV in 2013, 
contrary to what was 
expected.  The reasons 
for this are unknown, 
however the late spring 
and hot, dry summer 
are likely to have 

reduced biting midge 
numbers and activity

 » The data from the 2013 
lamb crop in areas that 
were badly affected in 
2012 (mainly south-east 
and south) indicate that 
a large proportion of 
lambs have not been 
exposed to the virus 
and are considered 
“immunologically 
naive” to SBV, i.e. will 

be highly susceptible if 
SBV circulates again in 
those areas

 »  SBV is generally 
considered to be 
a ‘low-impact’ 
disease within the 
sheep population, 
however some flocks 
(particularly early-
lambing flocks) have 
experienced significant 
losses 

ICSA sheep chairman reminds all dog owners to take responsibility

With lambing 
season 
about to 
begin, 

and indeed already 
underway in some 
cases, ICSA sheep 
chairman Paul Brady is 

once again reminding 
every dog owner to 
make sure they are in 
control of their dogs at 
all times. 

 “All dogs, from 
cherished family pets 

to prized working dogs, 
can potentially cause 
an awful lot of distress 
and damage if they are 
not kept under control.  
At this time of year, 
sheep flocks have a 
lot of heavily pregnant 

ewes and some have 
already started lambing.  
It is absolutely vital 
that we all do what we 
can to protect these 
defenceless animals 
from attack.  I would 
call on all dog owners to 

ensure that they do their 
duty to make sure their 
dogs are under control 
at all times to avoid a 
scenario whereby a flock 
owner is forced to shoot 
a dog in order to protect 
his livestock.”

ICSA sheep chair Paul Brady
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west Cork farmers warn politicians: 
SFp overclaims to be major election issue
A PEACEFUL PRoTEST on SATURDAy, 1ST oF FEBRUARy AnD A MEETInG oF FARMERS on MonDAy 3RD FEBRUARy In WEST CoRK hIGhLIGhTED ThE 
DEvASTATInG IMPACT SInGLE FARM PAyMEnT CLAWBACKS WILL hAvE on FAMILy FARMS, AnD MADE IT CLEAR ThAT ThE ISSUE WILL hAvE To BE 
ADDRESSED By PoLITICIAnS RUnnInG In ThE UPCoMInG LoCAL AnD EURoPEAn ELECTIonS. 

The protest, 
organised by 
ICSA’s West Cork 
chair Dermot 

Kelleher in conjunction 
with the West Cork 
Community Alliance, 
began in Bantry, went 
on to Dunmanway and 
concluded in Bandon. 

 In Bantry, a crowd 
of around 200 people 
marched from the Square 
to the office of Fine Gael 
TD Noel Harrington 
and handed him a letter 
outlining the main issues.  
Agreeing with the concerns 
of the protestors, Deputy 
Harrington told TG4 news 
afterwards that a visit by 
Minister for Agriculture 
Simon Coveney to West 
Cork would be appropriate 
and useful in addressing 
the problem. 

 Moving on to Dunmanway, 
the protest stopped at 
the office of Labour TD 
Michael McCarthy who 
also accepted a letter and 
promised to bring the 
matter to the attention 
of the Dáil.  The protest 
concluded that evening in 
Bandon. 

 The following Monday, 
well over 100 farmers 
attended the meeting 
at the Castle Hotel in 
Macroom, which was 
organised and chaired 
by Dermot Kelleher.  The 
invited speakers included 
Michael Creed TD, Michael 
Collins of the West Cork 
Community Alliance, and 
ICSA general secretary 
Eddie Punch.  Fianna Fail 
county councillor Aindreas 
Moynihan, Sinn Fein town 
councillor for Skibbereen 
Donnacha O’Shea, ICSA 

national executive member 
for Limerick Seamus 
Sherlock and family farm 
group activist Donie Shine 
also spoke at the meeting.  

Mr Kelleher said the 
prospect of penalties being 
backdated over five years 
is a source of enormous 
stress for farm families 
across West Cork.  “One 
man stood up and told 
us that the Department 
maps show an overclaim of 
€7,000.  If that is multiplied 
over five years, he will 

simply have to put up the 
For Sale sign.  Whatever 
about the injustice involved 
in penalising overclaims, 
we cannot tolerate the 
injustice of retrospective 
penalties.  It is simply too 
harsh on farmers who 
did not have access to the 
technology that is now 
penalising them.”

 ICSA general secretary 
Eddie Punch advised those 
in attendance to seek 
professional help when 
preparing their appeal, 

to ensure that they have 
made the strongest case 
possible. 

 Mr Kelleher warned 
candidates in the May 
local and European 
elections that they will 
have to engage with this 
problem during their 
campaigns.  “Farmers are 
hurting and need to see 
this taken very seriously. 
The farming community 
is a very important 
constituency in this area 
and cannot be ignored.”

The protest moving through Bandon: Timmy, Christopher, Mary and Dermot Kelleher leading the march

A huge crowd attended the meeting in Macroom to discuss the SFP overclaims issue West Cork chair Dermot Kelleher speaking with Noel Harrington TD at his office in 
Bantry

Cavan ICSA meeting prompts McGuinness to 
raise SFp overclaims issue in Brussels

Ireland East MEP 
Mairead McGuinness 
told a packed public 
meeting organised by 

Cavan ICSA chair Hugh 
Farrell that she would 
highlight concerns over 
Single Farm Payment 
clawbacks with her 
colleagues in the 
European Parliament. 

The meeting heard several 
accounts of penalties being 
imposed on farmers by the 
Department of Agriculture, 
who are using the latest 
satellite technology to 
“red-line” areas of land 
they deem ineligible for 
Single Farm Payment 
claims. 

ICSA has been very vocal 
in warning that in practice, 
this means that farmers 
will be compelled to 
destroy naturally diverse 
habitats on their land in 
order to avoid penalties.  
Addressing the 300-strong 
crowd at the meeting, Ms 
McGuinness promised 
to highlight the practical 
impact of the clawback 
with her colleagues in the 
European Parliament. 

Billy Gray, ICSA CAP 
chairman, gave a 
presentation on the direct 

payment proposals and 
how they would convert 
into practical terms at 
farm level.  ICSA policy 
officer Geoff Hamilton 
presented details on 
the Rural Development 
Programme proposals 
announced in January 
by the Department of 
Agriculture, which outlined 
the co-financing level of 
46 per cent for Pillar 2 
schemes in the new round 
of CAP, the proposal for 
the GLAS agri-environment 
scheme, and the detail of 
the new Beef Genomics 
Scheme. 

In his address, former 
ICSA president Gabriel 
Gilmartin said he was 
disappointed that the 
sheep industry seems 
to have been ignored in 
the CAP conclusion, and 
highlighted the need for 
significantly more support 
to secure the future of 
the suckler herd.  He also 
pointed there are young 
farmers who will fall 
between stools, who were 
too late to benefit from 
installation aid but who are 
farming too long to qualify 
for the 25 per cent top-up.  
This particular topic was 
also comprehensively 

addressed when the 
meeting was thrown open 
to the floor. 

Senator Michael Comiskey 
noted his support for all of 
the concerns raised at the 
meeting and added that 
he would bring the issues 
to the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Agriculture 
for detailed discussion. 

A lengthy and lively 
questions and answers 
session followed.  The 
thorny issue of the 
clampdown on derogations 
to allow beef finishers 
locked up with TB to buy 

in cattle was a source of 
serious concern among 
the farmers in attendance 
– an issue on which ICSA 
has been meeting senior 
Department officials for 
several months. 

Finally, the ongoing 
and extremely worrying 
problem of the shut-down 
in trade for bull beef was 
perhaps stand-out issue 
of the evening – see this 
edition’s front page article 
for further discussion of 
this.

Up to 300 people attended the meeting in the Hotel Kilmore, Cavan

Former ICSA president Gabriel 

Gilmartin

Mairead McGuinness MEP

Speakers: ICSA CAP chair Billy Gray, ICSA Cavan chair and meeting organiser Hugh 

Farrell, Mairead McGuinness MEP, former ICSA president Gabriel Gilmartin, Senator 

Michael Comiskey
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County Focus: Farming in Roscommon
ChARLES CLARKE

Charles Clarke is ICSA’s 
Roscommon chairman and 
he farms at Ardkeel, close to 
Roscommon town.  With his 
father, Charlie and his son 
Andrew, they run a mixed sheep, 
suckler and beef operation.  

“We have 230 Suffolk cross 
ewes and scanning shows we’re 
running at 1.85 lambs this year, 
which reflects the national rise 
in scanning rates as a result 
of the good autumn just past.”  
They kill in or around 370 lambs 
per year, all locally.  

On the suckler side, they run a 
herd of 50 Charolais cross cows.  
Bull calves are sold as forward 
stores at 12 months while 
heifers are fattened on-farm 
and killed at 18 months.  “We 
also buy in store beef cattle and 
either sell as forward stores or 
fatten them ourselves.”

Farming on and around the 
banks of the River Suck brings 
with it the annual problem of 
flooding and the challenge of 
working within an NHA area, 
but Charles says he’s happy to 
work within those parameters. 
“I’m very interested in farming 
in a way that respects the local 
environment.”

Charles Clarke (centre) with his son Andrew and father 
Charlie at the family farm in Ardkeel

Charles Clarke with some of the ewes just ahead of 
lambing 

john BRooKS

John Brooks runs a mixed 
enterprise at Taughmaconnell 
in Roscommon with sheep, 
sucklers, beef and some tillage 
across 110 hectares.  He 
describes the farm as typical 
of the area – fragmented.  He 
also grows some forage crops 
along with some maize and 
wholecrop barley.  

There are two strands to 
John’s sheep enterprise – 
commercials (420 ewes) and 
pedigree (200 ewes).   “We 
aim to wean 1.6 lambs per 
ewe per year and we fatten all 
lambs here ourselves, but the 
pedigrees are more of hobby 
for me.”

On the cattle side, John is 
looking at winding down 
his suckler operation due 
to questions over viability.  

“That seems to be a trend, 
unfortunately.  At peak I would 
have had 55 to 60 continental 
cross cows but now I’m down 
to 30.”  He also finishes around 
100 cattle per year.  “I buy in 
dairy cross calves and beef 
stores, as well as finished all 
calves born here.”

What’s the biggest challenge 
to farming in Roscommon?  
“Fragmentation of farms is 
definitely the biggest issue 
here.  On a broader note, 
farmers are always anxious 
regards future.  Higher 
production hasn’t equated to 
higher prices – prices haven’t 
moved much since I started 
farming in 80s, but expenses 
have increased threefold.  The 
market isn’t returning what’s 
needed to drive incomes.  
There is great job satisfaction 
though and inherent optimism 
in farming.”

KIERAn FARRELL

Kieran Farrell runs a suckler and 
sheep farm on 68 hectares at 
Oran, Co. Roscommon.  A former 
member of An Garda Siochana, 
he always farmed part-time 
and was even known to take 
“maternity leave” during lambing.  

“I have about 230 ewes, 
mostly Suffolk crosses, and 
they produce about 1.5 lambs 
annually.  This year lambing will 
start in mid-April.  I consciously 
delayed lambing this year after 
losing a lot of lambs to vicious 
east winds last year.  We are in 
a very exposed spot here – this 
would be one of the highest farms 
in Roscommon – and even though 
we lamb indoors and let them out 
after about three days, the wind 

still caused a lot of damage last 
year.”  He currently kills all lambs 
at Dawn Meats.

Although he calved 50 cows last 
year, he decided to reduce the 
cows to 35 this year.  He currently 
sells all calves – Belgian Blues 
- as weanlings but is hoping to 
move away from sucklers and into 
beef in the not too distant future.   

Kieran Farrell’s sucklers on slats

John Brooks at his farm in Taughmaconnell

Some of John Brooks’ commercial ewes 

GER GREhAn

Ger Grehan farms on 
35 hectares, also at 
Taughmaconnell.  He runs a 
suckler to store operation, and 
occasionally finishes a small 
number of cattle himself.  

A herd of mixed cows are run 
with a Charolais bull with some 
AI for heifers.  “I sell all my 
cattle to the local marts, mainly 
to the live trade.  The trade is 
not great at the moment – there 
seems to be a lot of difficulty 
arising from the bull beef 

situation and there looks to be a 
significant glut of cattle around 
at the moment.”

Ger describes his land as 
fairly good but with pockets of 
marginal or low-lying ground 
that needs a good bit of ongoing 
work.  He says his farm would 
be fairly typical of land in the 
area in general.  “Unfortunately 
you wouldn’t see as much land 
improvement work happening 
as there should be – cashflow 
and labour would be the key 
sticking points as far as I can 
see on that.”

ROSCOMMONmart
(Serving Farmers for Over 50 Years) 

Property Services Providers Licence No. 001373
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Weanlings, Suck Calves & Suckler Cows-
Each Tuesday - 6 p.m.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Show & Sale of Weanlings

Tuesday March 11th – 6 p.m.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bullocks, Heifers & Dry Cows
Each Friday - 11 a.m.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Special Spring Sales
Bullocks: - 11 a.m.

Fridays March 7th, March 28th & 25th April
Heifers: 11 a.m.

Fridays March 14th, April 4th  & 2nd May
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday March 8th 
Dairy Sale- 1 p.m.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Pedigree Cattle Sales

Simmental: Saturday March 15th, Friday May 16th (Evening)
Shorthorn- Saturday April 5th
Limousin – Saturday May 24th 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Lambs &  Cast  Ewes 

Each Wednesday 11 a.m.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Enquiries 090 6626352
Email roscommonmart@gmail.com

Visit our website www.roscommonmart.ie
 

Kieran Farrell and some of 
his 230 ewes at Oran

Ger Grehan on his farm 
near Taughmaconnell

ACTIon In 
RoSCoMMon

· Roscommon ICSA has been 
leading the fight against the 
closure of the local DVO’s 
public office

· A Roscommon ICSA 
delegation has met with senior 
officials from the Roscommon 
Department of Agriculture 
office to challenge buying 
restrictions placed on TB-
affected farms in the county

Some of Ger Grehan’s herd of sucklers
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